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Boris Groys -- Introduction—Global Conceptualism Revisited (2011) 


This condition of partial subjectivation engenders within us two contradictory aspirations: we are 
interested in retaining privacy, the reduction of surveillance, and the right to obscurity for our 
bodies and desires, but at the same time we aspire to a radicalized exposure that transgresses 
the limits of social control. | would argue that it is this radicalized subjectivation through acute 
self-exposure that is practiced by contemporary art. In this way exposure and subjectivation 
cease to be means of social control. Instead, self-exposure presupposes some degree of 
sovereignty over one’s own process of subjectivation. The arts of modernity have shown us 
different techniques of self-exposure, ones that exceed the usual practices of surveillance. They 
contain more self-discipline than is socially necessary (Malevich, Mondrian, American 
minimalism); more confessions of the hidden, ugly, or the obscure than are sought by the public. 
But contemporary art confronts us with even more numerous and nuanced strategies of 
self-subjectivation, which of internal necessity situate the artist in a contemporary political field. 
These strategies include not only different forms of political engagement but also all the possible 
manifestations of private hesitation, uncertainty and even despair that usually remain hidden 
beneath the public personae of standard political protagonists. A belief in the social role of the 
artist is combined here with a deep skepticism concerning the effectiveness of that role. This 
erasure of the line dividing public commitment from personal vicissitudes has become an 
important element of contemporary art practice. Here again the private becomes public—without 
any external pressure and/or enhanced surveillance. 


Among other things, this means that art should not be theorized in sociological terms. 
Reference to the naturally given, hidden, invisible subjectivity of the artist should not be 
substituted by reference to his or her socially constructed identity—even if artistic practice is 
understood as the deconstruction of this identity. The subjectivity and identity of the artist do not 
precede artistic practice: they are the results and the products of this practice. 


Hito Steyerl -- In Defense of the Poor Image (2009) 


The poor image is no longer about the real thing—the originary original. Instead, it is about its 
own real conditions of existence: about swarm circulation, digital dispersion, fractured and 
flexible temporalities. It is about defiance and appropriation just as it is about conformism and 
exploitation. 

In short: it is about reality. 


the accelerates an 
compressed of the 

of uploaded accessibility 
distraction digital abstraction 
the dubious culture 

its degraded called 

the poor production 
violent circulation around 
pleasure poor manage 

in problem since 

work position image 


the and by 
class end same 
obviously magic consumer 


insisted as almost 

economies culture version 

as independent new 

but conference because 
disposal imagine in 

premises neoliberal production 
experimental expensive marginal 
cinemas for film 

darkness this of 

multiplexes the audiovisual 
visual and who 

extremely circles started 
publicly pile at 


if than if 

masterpieces smuggled bartered 
resurrected privatization that 

art more conditions 

circulation value exemption 
displacement obviously production 
restructuring dismantled created 
prints the video 

or privatization astronomical 

as organizations kind 

poor experimental because 
production production with 


are recurring tinfoil tooth history 
many which ways of life, 
geog the crear cor arc. 


perspires in which 
geography the eye. 


public devofess antimonument 
to fossa creaturing 
new materialisms povera. 


process theoretical biographies 
to seek the enabled frame. 


obfuscated labor chemicals war 
inextinguishable aesthetic 
experiences useful reconstruction. 


nonbefitt wor however 
between much rath. 


not even sur cap the fate 
expectat proper writ. 


much inde kno hanging out suit 
drink these piano faces. 


on the recipe 

and on the 

meaning and on 
produce meaning and 
can produce meaning 
potential can produce 
impropriety potential can 
merely impropriety potential 
the merely impropriety 
joke the merely 
appreciate joke the 

the appreciate joke 

back the appreciate 


true seen both 

transparent true seen 

sense transparent true 
traditional sense transparent 
and traditional sense 

scenes and traditional 
landscapes scenes and 
continuing landscapes scenes 
alongside continuing landscapes 
meditational alongside continuing 
repeats meditational alongside 
movement repeats meditational 
destruction movement repeats 
process destruction movement 
endless process destruction 
ceiling endless process 

this ceiling endless 

staying this ceiling 

stark staying this 

between stark staying 
madness between stark 


people madness between 
the people madness 

are the people 

embark are the 

as embark are 

solely as embark 
changed solely as 


01.29.2014 


February joi are p a tw 
Photog Bearir D and 
symposi consum t everyda 
sock life 


February joi are p a tw 
Photog Bearir D and sym 
posi consum t everyda s 
ock life February joi a 

re p a tw Photog Bearir 
D and sym posi consum t 
everyda s ock life Febr 
uary joiare patwPh 
otog Bearir D and sym p 
osi consum t ever yda s 
ock life Febr ua ry joi 
are pa tw Ph otog Bea 
rir D and sym p osi con 
sum t ever yda s ock li 

fe Fe br ua ry joi are 

p a tw Ph oto g Bea rir 

D and sym p osi con sum 
t ever yda s ock li ffe 


t ever yda s ock li ffe February joi are p a tw 

rir D and sym p osi con Photog Bearir D and sym 
D and sym p osi con sum posi consum t everyda s 
a re p a tw Ph otog Beaock life February joi a 

p a tw Ph oto g Bea rirre p a tw Photog Bearir 

ock life Febr ua ry joiD and sym posi consum t 

fe Fe br ua ry joi a reeveryda s ock life Febr 

osi consum t ever yda suary joi a re p a tw Ph 
sum t ever yda s ock liotog Bearir D and sym p 


t ever yda s ock li ffe February 

joi are p a twsum t ever ydas o 
ck liotog Bear ir D and sym prir 

D and sym p osi con Photog Beari 
r D and symosi consum t ever yda 
suary joi a re p a tw Phfe Fe br 

ua ry joi a reeveryda s ock life 
Febrock life Febr ua ry joiD and 
sym p osi consum tD and syp a tw 
Ph oto g Bea rirre p a tw Photog 
Bearirm p osi con sum posi consu 
m t everyda sa re p a tw Ph otog 
Beaock life February joi at joii 


our present temporalities Febrock life 
Febr ua ry joiD and on the earth ua ry 

joi a reeveryda s ock life frame nor b 
end sym p osi consum tD and syp a twwi 
th this late nt Ph oto g Bea rirre pa 

tw Photog tooth fairy exits B earirm p 


Osi Con sum posi consu are radically f 
oreign suary joi a re p a tw Phfe Fe b 
r immensity of geological r D and symo 
si consum t ever yda the ruins of D an 
d sym p osi con Photog Beari tool fact 
ory exits m t ev eryda sa re p a tw Ph 
otog gear teeth silver Beaock life Feb 
ruary joi at joii in a decentered ck | 
iotog Bear ir D and sym prir year of t 
he horse t ever yda s ock li ffe Febru 
ary for us but joi are p a twsum t eve 

r yda s o Salt inflection autumn rhyth 


public desire oreign suary joi a 

re p a tw Phfe Fe 

b neons nature osi con sum 

posi consu are radically f aesthetic 
shoe palace r immensity of geological 
rD and symo repetition disrupts 
tw Photog tooth fairy exits B 
earirm p refuge multiply si consum 
t ever yda the ruins of 

D an playful limitations th this 

late nt Ph oto g Bea 

rirre p a troubadors exclusive d 
sym p osi con Photog Beari 

tool fact gift-trail ory exits 

mt ev eryda sa re 

p a tw Ph borders histories 

otog gear teeth silver Beaock life 
Feb multitude wider end sym p 

osi consum tD and syp a 

twwi three foyer joi a reeveryda 

s ock life frame nor b 

diagonal yam ruary joi at joii 

in a decentered ck | underwater 
vibrating iotog Bear ir D and 

sym prir year of t temporary 

lift Febr ua ry joiD and 


on the earth ua ry origami 

spine drywall he horse t ever 

yda s ock li ffe Febru 

pallet jack infects ary for us 

but joi are p a twsum 

t eve crumpled paper our present 

temporalities Febrock life synthesis outmoded skeptical 
ryda s o salt inflection 

autumn rhyth beforehand entering broader knives 


s ock life frame nor b 
public desire oreign s 
uary joiarepatwP 
hfe Fe r yda s o saalt 
inflection b neons nat 
ure osi con sum posi c 
onsu are radically f a 
esthetic autuumn rhyth 
beforehand entering br 
oader knives shoe pala 
ce r immensity of geol 
ogical but joi are p a 
twsum r D and symo rep 
etition disrupts tempo 
ralities Fedbrock life 
synthesis outmoded ske 
ptical tw Photog tooth 
fairy exits B pallet j 

ack infects ary for us 
earirm p refuge multip 
ly si consum t eve cru 
mpled paper our presen 
t t ever yda the ruins 

of D an playful limita 
tions th this late nnt 

Ph oto g Bea yda s ock 
li ffe Febru rirrepa 
troubadors exclusive d 
sym p osi con Photog B 


eari tool fact gift-tr 

ail ory exits mt eve 
ryda sa re spine drywa 
lhe horse teverpa 

tw Ph borders historie 

s otog gear teeth silv 

er Beaocck life on the 
earth ua ry origami li 

ft Febr ua ry joiD and 
Feb multitude wider en 
d sym p sym prir yeear 
of t temporary vibrati 

ng iotog Bear ir D and 
osi consumtD and syp a 
twwi three foyer joi a 
reeveryda diagonal yam 
ruary joi at joii ina 
decentered ck | underw 
ater encircling mediat 


beforehand entering brs otog gear teeth silv 
oader knives shoe palaeari tool fact gift-tr 

ce r immensity of geol tw Ph borders historie 
ogical but joi are p aPh oto g Bea yda s ock 
twsum r D and symo repng iotog Bear ir D and 
etition disrupts tempoll he horse t ever pa 
ralities Fedbrock life tt ever yda the ruins 
synthesis outmoded skeli ffe Febru rirre pa 
ptical tw Photog toother Beaocck life on the 
fairy exits B pallet j ryda sa re spine drywa 

ack infects ary for us ail ory exits mt eve 

twwi three foyer joi aater encircling mediat 
reeveryda diagonal yam decentered ck | underw 
ruary joi at joii in aruary joi at joiiina 

earirm p refuge multip Feb multitude wider en 

ly si consum t eve cru troubadors exclusive d 
mpled paper our presenmpled paper our presen 
s ock life frame nor b of D an playful limita 
public desire oreign ssym p osi con Photog B 


uary joi a re p a tw Posi consumtD and syp a 
hfe Fe r yda s o saaltd sym p sym prir yeear 
inflection b neons nat earth ua ry origami li 
ure Osi con sum posictions th this late nnt 
onsu are radically faft Febr ua ry joiD and 
esthetic autuumn rhyth oft temporary vibrati 


subliminal ladder exits ptical tw Photog 

toother Beaocck life on the mind 

expanded networks fairy exits B pallet 

j ryda sa re spine drywa 

Canada seventies bank ack infects ary 

for us ail ory exits m 

t ev e alias general peanut 

twwi three foyer joi aater encircling 

mediat illusion reality platform reeveryda diagonal 
yam decentered ck | underw wound 

made author ruary joi at joii 

in aruary joi at joii in 

a aspirations persuaded appearances earirm p 
refuge multip Feb multitude wider en 

intended beside locations ly si consum 

t eve cru troubadors exclusive d 

long directories stamps mpled paper our 
presenmpled paper our presen envelopes carried 
concepts s ock life frame nor 

b of D an playful limita 

intermedia translated sensible public desire oreign 
ssym p osi con Photog B 

dematerialization aplomb uary joi a re 

p a tw Posi consumtD and 

syp a identity assumed stance hfe 

Fe r ydas o saaltd 

sym p sym prir yeear insolvable 

Nonsense costume inflection b neons nat 
earth ua ry origami li nutshell 

political Dada ure osi con sum 

posictions th this late nnt tap 

dancing Fluxus onsu are radically faft 


Febr ua ry joiD and traffic 

inflected unrest esthetic autuumn rhyth oft 
temporary vibrati song month song beforehand 
entering brs otog gear teeth silv 

frozen milk lawn oader knives shoe 

palaeari tool fact gift-tr hypothermia 

foxes ce r immensity of geol 

tw Ph borders historie garbage can 

echo ogical but joi are p 

aPh oto g Bea ydas 

ock strands stew cutting twsum r 

D and symo repng iotog Bear 

ir D and during mail art 

etition disrupts tempoll he horse t 

ever p a avant garde ephemera 

ralities Fedbrock life tt ever yda 

the ruins contains redefined radios synthesis 
outmoded skeli ffe Febru rirre p a 


dancing Fluxus onsu are radically faft 
Febr ua ry joiD and traffic infleccted 
unrest esthetic autuumn rhyth oft Elec 
tricity Electrolysis Electronics refug 

e multip Feb multitude wider en intend 
ed beside loca tions ly si consumt eve 
cru troubadors exclusive din aruary jo 

i at joii in Explosives Feedback Gla 

ss long directories stamps mpled pape 

r our presenmpled paper our presen env 
elopes carried concepts s ock life fra 
me nor h eat Human Energy Ice Jet b of 
D an playful limita intermedia transla 
ted sensible public desire oreign ssym 

p osi con Photog B Light Loan Mass-pro 
duct ion dematerialization aplomb uary 
joi a rep a tw Posi consumtD and syp a 
identity assumed stance hfe mediat ill 
usion reality platform reeveryda diago 
nal Fe r ydas o saaltd Metal Motion P 


icture Natural forces sym p sym prir y 
eear insolvable Nonsense costume infle 
ction b neons nat yam dece ntered ck | 
underw wound earth ua ry origami li nu 
tshell Stress Terra—cotta Vibration ir 

D and during mail art political Dada u 

re osi con sum Nuclear energy Paint Pa 
perr posictions th this late nnt tap A 

cid Adhesives Ballistics subliminal la 
dder exits ptical tw Photog toother Be 
aocck life on the mind expanded networ 
ks fairy exits B pallet Canvas Clay Co 
mbustion j ryda sa re spine drywa Cana 
da seventies bank ack inf ects ary for 
us ail ory exits m Cybernetics Drop El 
asticity made author ruary joi at joi 

i Compression Concrete Corrosion t eve 
alias general peanut outmoded skeli ff 
e Febru rirre p a ralities Fedbrock li 

fett ever yda twwi three foyer joi aat 

er enci rcling Water Welding Wire Wood 
the ruins contains redefined radios sy 
nthesis a aspirations persuaded appear 
ances earirm pever p a avant garde eph 
emera Photography Plaster Plastic temp 
orary vibrati song month song beforeha 
nd entering brs otog gear teeth silv f 
rozen milk lawn oader knives shoe etit 
ion disrupts tempoll he horse t palaea 

ri tool fact gift-tr hypothermia Press 

ure Radiation Sand foxes ce r immensit 
y of geol tw Ph borders historie garba 
ge can echo ogical but joi are pock st 
rands stew cutting twsum r Solar energ 
y Sound Steam aPh oto g Bea yda sD and 
symo repng iotog Bear re perr cid dder 


organism shovelful hiding symo repng iotog 
Bear re perr cid dder protean 


path undercurrents dancing Fluxus onsu are 
radically faft exert political lots Febr 

ua ry joiD and traffic infleccted 

effective conjuring nostalgic unrest esthetic autuumn 
rhyth oft Elec everything consumes literalization 
tricity Electrolysis Electronics refug McCarthyism Vietnam 
Reagan e multip Feb multitude wider 

en intend course multiplied rank ed 

beside loca tions ly si consumt 

eve combination compassion response cru troubadors 
exclusive din aruary jo boundary ferocity 

sweat i at joii in Explosives 

Feedback Gla middle-gadgetry Indianapolis management 
usion reality platform reeveryda diago illogic 
whereby desiresss long directories stamps mpled 
pape narrows in schoolchildren writes underw 
wound earth ua ry origami li 

nu self-divide laws r our 

presenmpled paper our presen env violation 
discourse purity elopes carried concepts sock 

life fra results periodic Seattle vernissage 

cid Adhesives Ballistics subliminal la feather 
literature reptiles me nor heat Human 

Energy Ice Jet boot of insects 

communist liberty Dan playful limita intermedia 
transla main street April teambuilding suits 

kiss fairy exits Beat pallet Canvas 

Clay Co amphibian flourish sacred tied 

sensible public desire oreign ssym words 

perverse pleasures posi con Photog B 

Light Loan Mass-pro embryos scientists 
controversial eye Febru rirre par ralities 

Fedbrock lit assortment inspire impure duct 

iron dematerialization aplomb uary oozing conjured 
acts join at rep a twin 

Posi consumt Dandy syp a tint 

gerund facilitate centipede identity assumed stance 
hfe mediat ill rat-45 in 

Moose-25 nail Fear yda soap 

saaltd Metal Motion Puncture stretching billions 
oozing orary vibrati song month song 

beforeha 9th of Nivea Cream Engine 

shifting microbehaviors emera Photography Plaster Plastic 


temp icture Natural forces symp sym 

prir y den heel verbatim idea-om 

eear insolvable Nonsense costume infle tyrf-lake 
windshieldwiper ction bear neons nat yam 
dece ntered creek lint interspersed can-opener 
manhole tshell Stress Terra—cotta Vibration 

ir colonial Harvard scales y Sound 

Steam aPh oto g Bea yda 

sD and blend flick mattock survivors 

Deed and during mail art political 

Dada u witness multicellular coordinates rands 
stew cutting twsum r Solar energ 

Hoof-Range foaming re osi con 

sum Nuclear energy Paint Pa teeth-snauzer 
zen perr posictions th this late 

nnt tap A resistance tapioca winter 

dder exits ptical tw Photog toother 

Be forth between caravans potato aocck 

life on the mind expanded networ 

ever since Vermont carpet Adams mbustion 

j ryda sa re spine drywa 

Cana rice floor newsroom on demand 

da seventies bank ack inf ects 

ary for recently grapefruit disappears spotted 
us ail story exits moth Cybernetics 

Drop Elbow dimensional moon-roast asticity 
made author ruary joi at joi 

spit pizza tragic earrings in Compression 
Concrete Corrosion to eve milks foot 

powder rucksack Cage alias general peanut 
outmoded skeli ff stem cells promise 

fett ever yda twwi three foyer 

joi aat colloidal surface fear gear 

can echo ogical but joi are 

pock st seas muscles empire y 

of geol tw Ph borders historie 

garba genetic gates slime mold ure 

Radiation Sand foxes ce r immensit 
breakthrough personalized mice er enci rcling 
Water Welding Wire Wood blood cells 
dipping the ruins contains redefined radios 

sy Amoebas imaginary scent nthesis a 
aspirations persuaded appear permeate crave phenomenax 


ances earirm pever p a avant 

garde eph cow pasture morality nd 

entering brs otog gear teeth silv 

f underground flesh descriptive rozen milk 
lawn oader knives shoe etit metaphysics 
common reporters ion disrupts tempoll he 
horse teeth palaea shape-shifting molecules 
ripe tool fact gift-tree hypothermia Press 


01.30.2014 


theyv 

why it would 

melting to cheese 

tha 

newv 
uncomprehending stares 
quite sure 

insis 

present-day 

leftist 

new voca 
terminological fork 

to learn 

so 

eithe 

world activist left 

we 

itis 

sensibility to 

rooted 

to embrace it 

least to the poem 

for better and for worse 
should not be 

no shortage of 
nostalgia or 

out of defiance 

left of the 

common set of experiences 


folks as most 

against privilege they 

theyv red iron oxide why it would inorganic compound 
melting to cheese ferric source against privilege th 

ey pure corrosion tha steel rust folks as most potas 
sium atmosphere stable newv hydrated ferric oxide un 
comprehending stares polymorphs six common set of ex 
periences deoxygenate metallic quite sure oxygen rho 
mbohedral insiis ore corundum left of the razor edge 
aluminum foil present-day ax and y structure leftist 
transition temperature out of defiance thermal labor 
atory polish new voca adopts octagonal terminologica 
| fork dark red magnetic to learn cast-iron redox so 
ceramic aluminum carbothermal nostalgia or cerium fe 
edstock hydroxide eithe exothermic weld world activi 
st left aqueous alkali we black orange written solub 

le no shortage of leather rouge gold should not be c 
omponent cosmetic pigment for better and for worse m 
agnetic storage it is reduction rusticles sol-gel se 
nsibility to amorphous electric phase rooted metasta 
ble gamma to embr ace it epsilon decomposition least 
to the poem ultrafine dehydration electrolytic nak e 


objectives seeing instrument atory polish new 
voca adopts octagonal terminologica books jus 
tice prior | fork dark red magn etic to learn 
cast-iron redox so cease when gains transitio 
n temperature out of defiance thermal labor m 
oral balanced whole ceramic aluminum carbothe 
rmal nostalgia or cerium fe keep business whe 
re aluminum foil present-day ax and y structu 
re leftist interest deter community edstock h 
ydroxide eithe exothermic weld world activi e 
nough eith er might st left aqueous alkali we 
black orange written solub cost-benefit polit 

ics mbohedral insiis ore corundum left of the 
razor edge rational since self le no shortage 

of leather rouge gold should not be c story c 
osts deciding periences deoxygenate meta llic 


quite sure oxygen rho nations normal discipli 
ned omponent cosmetic pig ment for better and 
for worse m thus with state agnetic storage i 

t is reduction rusticles sol-gel se the debat 

e states comprehending stares polym orphs six 
common set of ex oil image economy nsibi lity 
to amorphous electric phase rooted metasta he 
alth industrious responsible ble gamma to emb 
r ace it epsilon decomposition least over deb 
ate nation sium atmosphere stable newv hydrat 
ed ferric oxide un inherent neighborhood enga 
ging to the poem ultrafine dehydration electr 
olytic nak e hide importantly met aphor theyv 
red iron oxide why it would inorganic compoun 
d discussion wherer was ey pure corrosion tha 
steel rust folks as most potas so w hat place 
melting to cheese ferric source against privi 
lege th threat to other definitions what byby 


Ruins in Process: Vancouver Art in the Sixties 

Essays / Scott Watson 

Urban Renewal: Ghost Traps, Collage, Condos, and Squats 

At the advent of what we now call postmodernism, the doomed Edwardian building inventory 
that provided bohemia’s living, studio, and event spaces also provided an aesthetic opposed to 
Brutalism, the heavy concrete fortress style of public buildings that had arisen in response to the 
riots and demonstrations of the 1960s. Late Victorian and Edwardian furniture and bric-a-brac 
furnished communal houses. In these spaces Art Nouveau was revived and deployed to 
advertise concerts and events. Rejection of the “brutality of the new” was, in essence, a very 
real concern about the disappearance of places to live, eat, congregate, exhibit, and perform. In 
defense of a crumbling inventory of modest, poorly built pioneer-era wooden and brick 
structures, the art community of the day rejected not only the Brutalist idioms of the 1960s and 
1970s, but the gentler suburban modernism of the 1940s and 1950s. Or to be more precise, the 
authoritarian, normalizing, “design for living” modernism, with its unarticulated suppression of 
libidinal circulation, was an anathema for the generation of the 1960s and 1970s. The hippie 
movement as appropriated by fashion and popular music adopted Edwardian and Art Nouveau 
as its style of protest and renunciation of consumer/spectacle society. 
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lan Wallace, Literature — Transparent and Opaque (1969) 

The creative activity of literature now concentrates not upon explaining and expressing to men 
those “great understandings”, but rather it is used as a means of locating the human 
consciousness in time and space; and culture, the creative arts, now competes with science to 
provide the totems of our awareness deserted by religion. A metaphor: in the vast emptiness of 
the Australian desert, aboriginal man locates his center with a single pole, thrust into earth. 
Thus the poem, concrete. 
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